ENGLISH 2	ESSAY ONE			        DR. MORSE
Rough Draft Due:  October 8 (five copies)
Final Draft Due:  October 15
Objectives:
In successfully completing this essay you will demonstrate your ability to do the following:
1. Construct an essay with a clear thesis that remains consistent throughout the essay and responds to an assigned question.
2. Construct a paper with clear and logical organization according to academic conventions.
3. Use evidence from literary texts to support interpretations of and points about those texts.
4. Explain coherently and consistently the connection between evidence in the text and your interpretation of that text or the points you are making.
5. Construct a paper with few or no errors in grammar, punctuation, and phrasing and that has been proofread carefully, without obvious errors in typing and spacing.


Choice B:  We have spent some time discussing literary devices such as setting, language, imagery, and rhetorical devices such as metaphor and the ways in which those aspects of a work can help to establish or clarify the work’s theme.  Choose one specific work we have studied other than Silko’s “Lullaby.”  Consider both what you think is the major theme of the work and the ways in which that theme is expressed through the setting, language, imagery, and rhetorical devices.  Then write a formal essay of 3-5 pages that responds to the following question:

How do the setting, language, imagery, and/or rhetorical devices in this work contribute to your understanding of the work’s primary theme?

In other words, your assignment is to focus on how the aspects of the work that are not stated directly connect to or help you to understand the writer’s main point.  You must focus not on the plot itself but on how the plot is related.  Even more simply, focus not on what the writer says, but rather on how he or she says it.  Once again, you will need to use the text to establish the theme or themes and to support your statements about the setting.
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Guidelines:
1. Put your name on each page, and number each page.  You do not need a title page, and you really do not need a folder.  Use a paper clip to connect to hold your essay together, not a staple.
2. Final drafts must be typed.  Rough drafts may be typed if you wish.
3. Double space your papers.  Your margins should be approximately one inch on all sides.
4. Print on only one side of each page.
5. Write your essay in a formal tone to a college educated audience, not as a letter to me.  You will want to provide context for your references to the work you are discussing and for any examples you use.
6. Be sure to bring five copies of your rough draft to class on October 8.  Anyone not bringing a rough draft or not attending class on that day will find the final grade on his or her essay lowered by one full grade (a “B” becomes a “C”).  Anyone not bringing five copies or arriving late on the 8th will be penalized 1/3 grade (a “B-” becomes a “C+”).
7. Final drafts are due at 6:00 P.M. on October 15.  Any paper turned in after 6:00 P.M., even if it is turned in later in that class, will be penalized as late.
 

